How to Open a CSV file in SPSS

If you're working in SPSS, but prefer Alchemer's CSV export settings, here is a way to open a CSV
in SPSS for analysis.

Before we get started, it is important to note that several Alchemer features designed for

SPSS will not work if you choose to import your CSV file in to SPSS (as opposed to the SPSS
export option).

e Variable Names
e Variable Labels

First, export your data to a CSV file. See this article for more information on CSV exports.

Then open your CSV in SPSS by going to File > Open and selecting the .csv filetype from the
dropdown menu, as shown here:

(€2 Open Data el

Look in: |- Downloads

File name [ Open I
Files of type- | |SPSS Statistics (*.sav) =l
Excel (*.xs, *xisx, *xsm) = [ Cancel
Lotus (*w*)
| Minimize Sylk (*.51K)
dBase (*.dbf)
SAS (".sasTbdat, ".5d7, ".502, ".55d01, ".55d04, ".xpl)
lata (" dia)
lﬁ'ﬂmf' bd, * dat, * csv, " tab)
AllFiles (**) -

After selecting your CSV file, you will be guided through SPSS's Text Import Wizard. Follow the
screen settings below (most settings remain on their default option).

Screen 1: select Next

Screen 2: select Yes for Are variable names included at the top of your file?


http://test-copy-alchemer.knowledgeowl.com/help/excel-export

Text Import Wizard - Step 2 of 6

r How are your variables arranged?
@® Delimited - Variables are delimited by a specific character (i.e., comma, tab).

O Eixedwidth  _variables are aligned in fixed width columns.

r Are variable names included at the top of your file?

@ Yes

@ No

r Textfile: CiUsers\bdemuth\Downloads\20150420145130-SurveyExport.csv
0 '! 0 20 30 elln 50 G0

"1™, "2015-04-20 14:45:16","2015-04-20 14:45:16™, "Complece™, ™",
"2","2015-04-20 14:45:17","2015-04-20 14:45:17", "Complece™, ™",
"3", "2015-04- 14:45:17","2015-04-20 14:45:17", "Complete”™, ™", "
"4", "2015-04-2 4:45:17",72015-04-20 14:45:17", "Complete™, ™",
"5", "2015-04-20 :45:17","2015-04-20 14:45:17", "Complete™, ™", "
"™, "2015-04-20 1 5:17","2015-04-20 14:45:17", "Complece™, ™",
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Screen 3: select Next



Text Import Wizard - Delimited Step 3 of 6

The first case of data begins on which line number?

r How are your cases represented?
@ Each line represents a case

@ A specific number of variables represents a case: 72

r How many cases do you want to import?

@ Al ofthe cases (i

OTnefist 5, cases.

© Arandom percentage of the cases (approximate): 0 = %

r Data preview

0 10 20 3o 40 50 60

"1m,"2015-04-20 14:45:16","2015-04-20 14:45:16", "Complete™, ™", "
"2m,"2015-04-20 14:45:17","2015-04-20 14:45:17", "Complete”, ™" "
"3","2015-04 14:45:17","2015-04-20 14:45:17", "Complete”™, ™", "
"4","2015-04- 4:45:17","2015-04-20 14:45:17", "Complete™, ™",
"5", "2015-04-20 +45:17","2015-04-20 14:45:17", "Complete™, ™",
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Screen 4: deselect any delimiters other than Comma, select Next




E Text Import Wizard - Delimited Step 4 of & E

r What is the text qualifier?

r Which delimiters appear between variables?

Space © Mone

Semicolon @ Single guote
@ Double guote
© Other:

l only select comma '

r Data preview

V1 V2 V3 V4 V5 VB VT
40 2015-04-2.. 2015-04-2... Complete “
4 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2... Complete
42 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2... Complete
43 2015-04-2.. 2015-04-2... Complete
44 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2... Complete
45 2015-04-2.. 2015-04-2... Complete
46 2015-04-2.. 2015-04-2... Complete
47 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2... Complete
43 2015-044% . 2015-04-2.. Complete
49 2015-04-Z55,2015-04-2... Complete
2015-04-2.. % Q15-04-2... Complete -
[M]

Screen 5: select Next *you may see a message that says Invalid variables names for this
application have been found and changed - that's ok! Just press ok.
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Text Import Wizard - Step 5 of 6

r Specifications for variable(s) selected in the data preview

, Data format is determined from the values present in the first 200 records.

to string.

will be truncated.

Variable name: Original MName:
|ResponseID | Response ID
Data farmat:

|Numeric st |

"% |fa column contains multiple data types in the first 200 records, the variable type is set

The length (number of characters) for string variables is determined by the longest
value presentin the first 200 records. If subsequent records have longervalues, they

r Data preview

Response. | TimeSta

DateSubm... | Status ContactlD LegacyCo... |Com

1 2015-04-254,2015-04-2... Complete
2 2015-04-2... 15-04-2... Complete
3 2015-04-2... 5-04-2... Complete

042 Comnlate

Screen 6: select Finish, electing to Paste to Syntax if you'd like
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() Text Import Wizard - Step 6 of 6 (23]

You have successfully defined the format of your text file.

r Would you like to save this file format for future use?
© Yes

@ Mo

r Would you like to paste the syntax?

Yes ¥ ‘Cache data Iocall}é
® No

Press the Finishmcomplete the text import wizard.

r Data preview
Response... | Time Start... | Date Sub... |Status |
1 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2.. Complete
2 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2.. Complete
3 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2.. Complete  ©
4 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2.. Complete I | o
5 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2.. Complete
6 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2.. Complete
T 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2.. Complete
8 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2.. Complete
9 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2.. Complete
10 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2.. Complete
11 2015-04-2... 2015-04- Complete
12 2015-04-2... 2015-04-2 \Complete =
[ Xx [*]
|
(< Back | 11 - || Finish | cancel || Help |

And that's it! All of your data should appear in a data file in SPSS, and you can then save that out
as a .sav file for future use.
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